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AUGUST, 1966 THE CLASSMATE Page Seventeen 
Voice of the Command 
Behind the inauspicious door in the 
basement of Herrmann Hall buzzes the 
heartlinc of the Mail and Communications 
center of the Navar~Postgraduate School. 
For three years this department has been 
running smoothly and efficiently under 
the capable direction of LT Mary J. Burch. 
As the Communications Officer, LT 
Burch has been responsible for routing all 
mess:iges to the right people. Her sphere 
of influence extends not only to the stu-
dents :ind personnel at the Postgraduate 
School, but also to the N:ival Auxili:iry 
L:inding Field, Naval Resel."Vc Training 
Center, Fleet Numeric:il Wc:ithcr F:a-
cility, :ind the Defense l:inguage Institute. 
Approximately 2SO messages :ind 500 
pounds of mail arc received per day at 
the Communications Center and for-
warded to the proper recipients, a number 
in excess of 5000 persons. Messages and 
orders arrive from all over the world via 
teletype. There is a BUPERS Officers' 
Order Listing in the office and any order 
modifications arc quickly relayed. N:ivy 
personnel at the Defense Language In-
stitute and all PG School personnel check 
out at the Comm. Office. Mail for de-
tached persons is forw:arded for 90 d:iys. 
Assisting LT Burch in this horrendous 
job arc one civilian, one postal clerk to 
handle student and faculty mailboxes, 
and ten radiomen who maintain around 
the clock watches as the Communication 
center is operative 24 hours :a day. 
.-U. S Navy photo 
this tour of duty with 25 years sel."Vicc, 23 
of which have been in communications. 
She has been to approximately 12 different 
duty stations in her c:ireer ranging from 
London to Hawaii and many states in be-
tween. Hawaii was her favorite assign-
ment. 
The WA VEs provide a nucleus in the 
event of mobilization :ind arc presently 
operating on a peace-time quot3. Being 
such a small talk force promotion potential 
is tight. Most of the positions occupied by 
the WA VEs have been in administration 
and communications but recently more 
FORT ORD 
technical areas have been opening up for 
women in the sel."Vicc, such :is oceanog-
raphy, ops-analysis, meteorology, and elec-
tronics. 
LT Burch will turn over the reins of 
office to LT Ronald J. McAfce. LT Mc-
Afcc just received his B:ichclor's degree in 
Communications Engineering here at the 
Naval Postgraduate School. Prior to that 
he served aboard the USS Brownstein DE 
I 037 in San Diego. 
Classmate wishes LT Burch Godspeed 
and a th:ink you for assisting us. We ex-
tend a hearty welcome to LT McAfcc 
with whom we look forw:ird to a con-
tinued good rel:itionship with the Dep:art-
mcnt. -Phyllis Naples 
~ 
Associate Members 
How many paid Associate members of 
owe, with husbands gone from the area, 
arc interested in receiving Clamnale each 
month? Please phone .l84-7497 or 372-
2943 so arrangements can be made for 
you to receive Classmate. 
and PRESIDIO 
LT Burch, one of the less than 400 
WA VE officers commissioned, will be 
leaving us for Bainbridge, Md., to become 
an administrative officer at the Recruit 
Training Command for Women. At the 
present time she feels she will retire after 
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FROM THE COLLECTION OF ..• 
WE HAVE MANY FINE UNES OF 
FURNISHINGS IN CONTEMPORARY 
AND TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH 
THE ACCENT ON SATISFYING 
YOUR PERSONAL TASTE 
755 BROADWAY, SEASIDE TELEPHONE l94°6ll6 
m : 
1111 
Shown ••• Lucious 92 inch Contemporary Sofa from Selig. 
